
Founded in 1967, the French Confederation for Non-Destructive Testing (COFREND) 
is the reference body in the field of certification and qualification in Non-
Destructive Testing of personnel operating in the sectors of power generation, 
aerospace, rail, metallic products (foundry, iron and steel industry, steel tubes). 
COFREND animates, promotes and represents the French NDT network in front of public 

authorities, standardization bodies and institutions. 
It brings together all persons involved in NDT: industrials, equipment manufacturers and 
distributors, NDT vendors, training organisations, laboratories, universities and other partners 

(professional associations, Chambers of Commerce, schools…)

COFREND relies on the knowledge and expertise of all its members, issued from different activity sectors 
and involved in NDE and NDT: management of the certification system, promotion of the profession, research 
development, interchange of experience and information. The Confederation is organised in Commissions, 
Committees and Working Groups.
COFREND works in collaboration with all its members who are invited to participate in the commissions meetings as 
well as in the various ad hoc working groups set up according to the need of the moment.
COFREND is ISO 9001 certified.

The Commissions

OPpend 

(Professional Organisation of NDT 
service providers) 

THE SERVICE PROVIDERS’ 
COMMISSION thus makes it possible 
to federate all French companies on 
topics such as :
•	 Resources and skills,
•	 Valuation of our business lines
•	 Changing needs in the face of 

national challenges such as the 
Grand Carénage for EDF.

OPafend  

(Professional Organisation of NDT 
Training Providers)

THE TRAINING COMMISSION brings 
together the different actors in both 
initial and continuing training.
The work aims to develop a better 
visibility of existing trades and training.

The working groups of the Scientific and Technical Hub
Working on topics which are strategic for NDT, the Working Groups include members who are
concerned by a technique or a method. The results of their work can be normative recommendations, projects 
for new COFREND certifications, publication of technical handbooks or even presentations by experts in 
scientific conferences in France and abroad.

Les GT en cours Objectifs 

Eddy Current Testing (ET) Test case studies by sectors of activity in simulation and practical 
validation.

Digital radiography
Promote the development of Digital Radiography in industrial environ-
ments. Ensure technological and normative watch of the technique and 
revise CACT-DT-07-001-R02 «DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY»

Tomography The objectives of this WG could be CND in Lines/Nano MicroTomo/IQI 
3D

NDT & Civil Engineering Edit Technical Notebooks and Recommendations - Specify the training 
to be developed - Specify the techniques to be developed

Electromagnetic Acoustic Transducer 
Technical Writing a Niv 1 - 2 - 3 Training Course

NDT of Composites Writing good practices

Nonlinear acoustic signatures Extension of technology and study of industrial applications

SHM Drafting of the Libre Blanc of an SHM structure in France

Additive manufacturing Drafting of a synthetic guide in progress on the main NDT processes in 
FA, of which defectology

Térahertz
New WGs: Creation of Working GroupsNDT & Artificial Intelligence (IA)

Organizational & Human Factors (FOH)

National Representation - 6 Regional Committees

Each Region is in charge of 
representing and promoting 
COFREND. 
Among these missions, the 
Committees organize Technical 
or Thematic Days. In conjunction 
with schools and regional 
institutions, they set up actions to 
enhance the value of NDT jobs.

Large South West
Regional 

Committee

Brittany & Loire
 Regional Commit-

tee
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Rhône Alps
Regional 

Committee

South East
Regional Committee

OVERALL COFREND RECKONS :

400 Corporate 
Members 200

Individual 
Members

15 000

26 500
certified agents

valid certificates

OPjend  

(Professional Organisation
Young people and NDT)

THE COMISSION OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
IN NDT, brings together members 
from all sectors representative within 
COFREND.
The mission of this commission is to 
promote the NDT professions to young 
audiences

Certification & Qualification System

•	 Third party certification according to EN ISO 9712
•	 Accredited by COFRAC (French Accreditation Committee) in 

accordance with EN ISO 17024 since 1996 (accreditation N° 
4-0007 rev.8 available on www.cofrac.fr)

•	 Authorised by the Ministry of Ecological and Solidarity 
Transition, recognized as a third party within the framework 
of the European Directive, PED 2014/68/EU, for Agents 
working on pressure equipment

•	 More than 2,900 companies use the COFREND Certification system

The sectoral committees

CIFM 
(Manufacturing 

and 
maintenance)

CFCM 
(Railway 

Maintenance)

CCPM 
(Metal 

Products)

Nouveau 
CCGC 
(Civil 

Engineering)

Editorial Committee and Event Organizing Committees

The technical guides form a series, called «The 
COFREND Technical Papers Collection», published 
and marketed by Editions Lexitis (also available in 
ebook version)
Next Guides (in preparation):

- Good Practices in Television Control
- POD – probability of detection
- Volume 1 – Additive Manufacturing

The Pole is composed of an Editorial Committee, of 15 members, who meet quarterly to 
define the editorial line of the Confederation.
END info: the newsletter for professionals in NDT, bilingual (Fr., Eng.), publication of 4 
issues per year. (10,000 subscribers France and international)

THE COFREND EVENTS

•	 COFREND days every 3 years				    Outside the COFREND Days:
									         - 2 to 5 Regional Technical Day per year
									         - 1 SHM Day every year
									         - Doctoriales (phD events) every 18 months

COFREND is member of
28 Examination Centers including 1 in Algeria



JOIN THE COFREND

Becoming a member of COFREND means being part of a recognized network specialized in the field of 
NDT.

Joining COFREND is the opportunity :

To be a stakeholder and:
•	 Be active in a rich and diverse professional network;
•	 Benefit from regional, national and international representation;
•	 Benefit from a technological and normative watch for your professional development;
•	 Defend and value the interests of your profession;
•	 Act and participate in the activities of the Commissions, Technical Groups and Regional Committees 

of the Confederation.

Access to many benefits :

•	 Benefit from preferential rates on
•	 certification examinations
•	 the COFREND events

•	 Visibility in the online directory of industrial and solution providers in NDT
•	 Publish job offers free of charge on the website
•	 Access to the CV-Bank
•	 Respond to tenders for services in NDT
•	 Free subscription to the Cofrend’ Professionals Newsletter (END Info) and to the Press Magazine 

Contrôles-Essais-Mesures.

Maison des END
64 rue Ampère

75017 Paris
T: + 33 (0)1 44 19 76 18 / Fax: + 33 (0)1 30 16 24 54

www.cofrend.com

By public transit: 
RER C : Station Pereire-Levallois
Métro : Line 3 - Station Pereire or Wagram

				  

INSTITUTIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING	 direction@cofrend.com
	

CERTIFICATION & QUALIFICATION 	 pole.certification@cofrend.com

EVENTS & COMMUNICATION	 pole.communication@cofrend.com	

	
HOME - STANDARD	 cofrend@cofrend.com

A team of permanent staff at your service

MEMBERSHIP GUIDE

For more informations, please contact pole.communication@cofrend.com or call us at +33 1 44 19 76 18

Membership
2 forms of memberships are available. The accession period is valid from 1 January to 31 December of 
the year concerned.

LEGAL
PERSONS

PHYSICAL
PERSONS

DISCOVER COFREND’S ACTIONS

•	 Congress of COFREND Days 2023
•	 Face-to-face or remote Technical Days in 2021-2022
•	 SHM events
•	 Technical guides of the COFREND Collection
•	 The online directory of industrial and solution providers in NDT
•	 Current and new Working Groups
•	 Webconferences on Certification and its novelties

Membership in COFREND is open to any person or company working or having an interest in the field of 
NDT, as well as production, use or maintenance.


